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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release 
Contact: 

Sarah Lundgren (248) 203-8129

METRO DETRIOT “MAMA” ACHIEVES REGIONAL AWARD

BIRMINGHAM, Mich., March 25, 2009 – Allene Morton, banquet chef for Birmingham’s elite Townsend Hotel, has recently won the Michigan Lodging & Tourism Association’s (MLTA) Award for Urban Property: Culinary Employee of the Year. This is the first time a Townsend employee has received the award.

Morton, affectionately known as “Mama” by the Townsend staff, has been with the Townsend for almost 12 years and was nominated because of her constant concern and care of all employees and outstanding commitment to preparing and serving world-class cuisine. In addition, Morton showed strong leadership abilities during restructuring of the banquet department.

Presented annually by MLTA, the awards seek to recognize employee excellence throughout a wide range of categories, from Room Attendant of the Year, to Attraction Employee of the Year and several others.

“We are honored that the Michigan Lodging & Tourism Association thinks as highly of Allene as we do,” said Marsha Clark, director of human resources for the Townsend Hotel. “She is an outstanding employee and always goes above and beyond for all of our banquet clients.”

In addition to her regular duties in the Townsend’s fast-paced work environment, Morton fills the role of on-site instructor to students participating in vocational education programs.  Her patience, understanding, dedication and love of children have made The Townsend’s work site the most popular job placement location by students and parents alike.  

Morton also participates in Student Empowerment Day, an annual community-based event in which school districts throughout the surrounding metro-area pursue career exploration activities. Along with her coworkers, Morton takes “their show on the road” and facilitates hands-on cooking demonstrations to participating students interested in culinary careers.

Morton currently resides in Detroit and enjoys spending time with her two children and grandchild.

Since The Townsend opened in 1988, it has received numerous awards and accolades including Mobil Four Star and AAA Four Diamond designations as well as a perennial position on Conde Nast's "Top 100 Gold List," and Travel + Leisure's "World's Best Hotels." The Townsend’s Rugby Grille has been recognized by Zagat’s Restaurant Guide as one of the top 10 restaurants in the United States. THE TOWNSEND HOTEL, a member of Preferred Hotels & Resorts, is located at 100 Townsend Street in downtown Birmingham, Mich. For more information, contact the hotel at 248-642-7900 or 800-548-4172. Additional information is also available at www.townsendhotel.com.
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